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Happy Birthday to Elaine Gilburt and Chris Eddy this week
and to Chris ne Holland next week
Thought for the week

In The Spring Time Of The Year
Out of the sadness, and o en tragedy of
this present me, there has been one
hopeful and very posi ve development,
namely the opportunity many of us have
found to reconnect to the natural world.
TV programmes like Springwatch have
enabled us to witness the crea ve energy
of birds and mammals raising their
young, and the ﬂowering and beauty of
the spring me of the year.
My son and I spent an absorbing half
hour watching a hedgehog busily
collec ng leaves and dried grass and
ferrying them back beneath the garden shed. Determined to see what
happened next, Richard set up a camera trap to run overnight. He was
up at dawn next morning to see what the camera had photographed
during the night. Alas! He played back a sequence of photos of his feet
as he had set out the camera the night before!
Nevertheless, many of us have felt a need to tune into the rhythm of
the season, as do those who live closer to, and depend on the changes
in nature. Unfortunately, with our industrialisa on and the growth of
city life, we realise that many of us have lost that close connec on to
the wonder of life in all its diversity.
So, perhaps, now is the me to reconnect, to rediscover the joy and
wonder in simple things – a bird feeding its brood, a bee harves ng
pollen and so giving us the fruits of its labours in the fruit and
vegetables that its eﬀorts will provide. Yes, and even the excitement of
a hedgehog building a home for the next genera on.
Pat Lawless

Anniversaries in 2020: 24th June
THE BIRTH OF JOHN THE BAPTIST – PATRONAL FESTIVAL
Eds: Our thanks to John Leach for this personal view to help us
mark St John’s Patronal Fes val
It doesn’t seem quite right that we are unable
to celebrate our Patronal Fes val in the parish
church. Our parish communion on the Sunday
nearest to the 24th June together with the
appropriate hymns and music is just a memory.
But we can s ll keep the day by using a service
of the word from Common Worship.
Personally, St John the Bap st means a lot to
me as I was conﬁrmed on that day many years
ago. One has milestones in our lives in the
church.
I was given a book called Pathﬁnders of Christ
which describes the lives of ten saints based on
Scout Law. St John the Bap st may be called a
martyr for the ideals of our tenth Scout Law. In
Christ’s Kingdom of which John was the herald,
a man is required to aim at spotless purity. For
those who were Boy Scouts you will remember that a Scout is clean in
thought, word and deed. I was looking through some intercessions books
where I could, and I have wri en a part of an intercession on St John’s
theme.
Heavenly Father, your prophets have told of your saving love and you
ﬁlled John the Bap st with your grace to prepare the way for your Son.
Send your Holy Spirit on your church that we may ﬁnd a voice to cry out
to your praise.
Give us the courage to speak boldly, to call to repentance and speak the
words of salva on to turn the hearts of the disobedient to your wisdom.
We pray for all who prepare the way for the Gospel.
May your church leap for joy at the good news of your Son.
John Leach

Our midsummer saint: This week we will have missed all the things
normally associated with St John’s Patronal Fes val: the procession, the
banners, the ﬂowers on every pillar, the strawberries and cream (hence
our front cover this week) – and the choir’s anthem, ‘This is the record of
John’. The following link gives an idea of what we might have sounded
like (!): h ps://www.youtube.com/watch?v=a9pE5vrgBHQ and here are
the words:
This is the record of John,
When the Jews sent priests and Levites from
Jerusalem to ask him, ‘Who art thou?’
And he confessed and denied not, and said
plainly, ‘I am not the Christ.’
And they asked him, ‘What art thou then?
Art thou Elias?’ And he said, ‘I am not’.
‘Art thou the prophet?’
And he answered, ‘No.’
Then said they unto him, ‘What art thou? That
we may give an answer unto them that sent us.
What sayest thou of thyself?’
John the Bap st in the
And he said, ‘I am the voice of him that crieth in
Wilderness, Geertgen tot
the wilderness, Make straight the way of the
Sint Jans, in the
Lord.’ (John 1:19-23)
Gemäldegalerie, Berlin
St John's Wort is blooming faithfully
in so many gardens at the moment –
including Janet Caudwell’s. [Thanks
for the photo, Janet.] The common
name stems from the fact that various
European species ﬂower around the
feast day for St John the Bap st . The
word ‘wort’ derives from an Old
English word for herb or plant.
St John’s Wort is used to produce oil, ncture, salve, and tea. The
ﬁrst three are for bumps, bruises, mild anxiety and sleep problems –
the last is a drink with a light lemony ﬂavour.

UPDATE ON LOCKDOWN AROUND THE WORLD ...

... AND AT HOME

Chris Lewis reports that most of his contacts in other countries are now
ge ng used to a post-lockdown situa on.
Germany: Germany has coped well, and most things are now back to
‘normal’. My brother David, having been stopped from travelling back
home because of regional border closures, is now back in his lake-side
re rement house in Bavaria. In fact his daughter Vivien and her family all
stayed with them recently for half term – as they do every summer –
giving the children a nice break from their Frankfurt house.
Thailand and Singapore: Both countries have coped remarkably well with
COVID with fewer than 100 deaths each. Life is now almost back to
normal. My sister-in-law Toy is running her daily market stall in our
village, Yang Talat. Her son, Best, who sells and services washing
machines, dishwashers, air condi oners, etc has been busier than ever
during the lockdown. His girlfriend, Bang Po, has been stuck in Laos for 12
weeks now, as the ban on interna onal travel has not yet been li ed. My
brother-in-law Nid is relieved that interna onal trade from China is now
back to normal as he is in charge of imports for his company, ThaiOil, the
biggest petrol company in the country. Two nieces, Kae and Jah, are glad
to have their children back at school, and their sister Biew is back at her
work planning the new motorway from Bangkok through Laos to China.
Tourism is s ll minimal and the price of ckets from Europe has risen by
30% since lockdown.

Who would have thought that when the doors of St John’s closed on
22nd March, it would be another 90 days
before they could open again for the
public – and even then, only for
individual private prayer?
We opened last Saturday – no so
furnishings – no hymn books or Bibles –
no prayer cards – no ﬂowers ... but
WE ARE OPEN
complete with hand-sani sers, direc on
of travel arrows, COVID-19 no ces,
roped-oﬀ areas – and, as long as we
have enough stewards, the plan is to
open from 1pm to 3pm every
Wednesday and Saturday un l further no ce. Perhaps we can now pray
– in the spirit of the Ken prayer at our entrance – that the doors of our
church are:
wide enough to welcome all
with a socially-distanced gap of two metres,
yet narrow enough to block out any trace of COVID-19.

Life is ge ng back to normal in
Dubai. Workers such as nannies
and maids – who would not
normally live-in, but did whilst
COVID-19 was at its peak – have in
the main returned to their own
apartments.
Beaches and sports facili es have reopened with social distancing, but
swimming clubs are under very strict
condi ons. And the curfew mes are
now reduced, to 11pm-6am.
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Elaine reports:
Dubai:

And although we can’t go into St Katharine’s just yet, these photos –
taken on a walk a couple of weeks ago – are reassurance that it is s ll
looking stunningly beau ful from the outside

PLACES WE LOVE TO VISIT

Imire Rhino and Wildlife Conserva on, Zimbabwe
The life work of Norman Travers, farmer and conserva onist – Part 1
Eds: Our thanks to Jane Bruges for this ar cle on her family in Zimbabwe,
and in par cular her brother-in-law, whose life’s work led to the se ng up of
Imire Rhino and Wildlife Conserva on (h ps://www.imire.co.zw/), a sanctuary
dedicated to the conserva on and welfare of wildlife, especially the cri cally
endangered black and white rhinoceros.

Jane has been visi ng her sister and brother-in-law’s farm – now the Imire
Rhino and Wildlife Conserva on – for many years. In fact, she and her
husband farmed nearby for several years before that. Imire has over
4,000 hectares (10,000 acres) of game park and farm land in a very diverse
landscape where you will ﬁnd rhino, elephant, lion, buﬀalo, leopard,
giraﬀe, zebra, hyena, and more than ten diﬀerent types of antelope
ranging free plus more than 150 diﬀerent species of birdlife. The Travers
family – star ng with Norman Travers – built it up from scratch, and it is
now open to the public. This is how it all began.
Norman Travers was born in 1921. His father le the family in 1927, and
Travers was schooled in England. In WW2 he joined the Bri sh Army, rose
to command a tank regiment and was awarded the Military Cross for
ac on in Italy. A er the war, he went to Rhodesia (now Zimbabwe) where
he worked on a farm in the Wedza district, about 110km east of what is
now Harare. In 1948 he bought his own farm, Imire, and farmed tobacco,
maize and ca le.

Norman was an eccentric Englishman whose
aﬀec on for elephants, rhinos, lions,
leopards, hyenas and warthogs was as close
as it was for his children – indeed, his children
grew up in a household where such animals,
including a half-ton juvenile rhino, wandered
in and out of the house, ate up the ﬂower
beds and shared breakfast with the family on
the lawn on Sundays. Most days, Norman and
his wife Gill would go for walks with Cassius
the lion (pictured here with Norman), Bere
the hyena, Dudley the warthog, Po er the
o er, two Labradors, a dachshund and a cat.
Cassius was barred from the sunset strolls
a er they no ced him slavering at the farm workers’ children as they
passed, but he con nued to receive his favourite treat of ice cream and
lived well into his twen es – advanced years for a lion.
Rough and tumbles on the lawn with their animals some mes resulted in
serious accidents, but their great passion for wildlife and conserva on led
to the establishment of Imire as a wildlife conservancy in 1972. In the late
1970s the country was ravaged by civil war, but Norman and Gill con nued
to build up Imire, and in ten years the park was fully stocked with impala,
waterbuck, kudu, sable and eland as well. In 1980 they took in an
orphaned baby elephant, Nzou, from a wildlife sanctuary in Harare, and
she became one of the family. In me she was put in a large paddock with
a bull elephant to breed, alongside a herd of buﬀalo. Sadly the bull
elephant died, but Nzou adopted the buﬀalo and became their matriarch.
When one of Imire’s guides was pinned down by a buﬀalo bull, Nzou
intervened to protect him. Hand rearing baby elephants, lion and leopard
cubs followed, with the cubs sleeping in the washbasin in the bathroom –
only the bedrooms were out of bounds!
In the 1980s, when Zimbabwe’s black rhino popula on crashed following
an onslaught of poachers seeking rhino horn, Norman recognised the
threat to the suddenly endangered species’ gene pool and decided to set
up a breeding programme.
In the next edi on of Weekly Extra we look at how the conservancy extended into
endangered species conserva on, and what Imire looks like today.

WORD PUZZLE: ‘GUESTS WHO CAME TO DINNER’
– with thanks to all our wildlife photographers
Fill in the les using the photos as clues

... And yet more animals:
Over at Garston, a parent and
child were out foraging. They
wouldn’t stay s ll for long
with both in the picture (to
give perspec ve), so this is
the best we have. They have taken to climbing our yew tree, presumably
because the bark is a good place to learn to climb, but the other day, the
baby squirrel was on our six feet high wall and decided to jump to the
ground. We watched as he/she spread like a ﬂying squirrel and landed with
a bit of a bump, took stock and scampered oﬀ
– presumably rather surprised that the ground
didn’t give way in the same way as the
branches when jumping from tree to tree.
Meanwhile, indoors, Janet’s cat, Rover, thinks
it’s about me Janet gave working at the
computer a rest!

Answers to last week’s
crossword

Just the parent!

Just one of these.

This week’s SUDOKU

ACROSS:
1, Credit. 4, Tackle. 7, Cain.
8, Kenaniah. 9, Strength.
13, Beg. 16, Salva on Army.
17, ARC. 19, Every day.
24, Admonish. 25, Dire. 26, Sneeze.
27, Bronze.
DOWN:
1, Cock. 2, Epistolic. 3, Taken.
4, Tenet. 5, Cane. 6, Leave.
10, Erase. 11, Guide. 12, Honey.
13, Barbarian. 14, Guys. 15, Asia.
18, Rod in. 20, Voice. 21, Rahab.
22, Hope. 23, Mene.
Editors: Elaine (elainegilburt@live.co.uk ) Mandy (amandacrook@blueyonder.co.uk)

