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Harvest Floral Arrangements in St John’s Church
With thanks to the Flower Teams
1 of St John’s and St Katharine’s

Dear Friends

Season of Remembering aka All Souls Tide

Remembering is a word that is strongly linked with the
month of November: from the Feast days of All Saints and
All Souls, through Remembrance Sunday the word
‘remember’ occurs again and again.
There are quite a variety of shades of meaning to the
word ‘remember’:
We speak of ‘remembering’ people in our thoughts and prayers,
We may ask ‘to be remembered’ to someone when we ask a mutual
contact to convey our gree ngs to them,
We may be dus ng oﬀ an old Christmas card list and ‘remember’
someone with whom we have not had as much contact as we might
have done,
We speak of someone as having been ‘remembered’ in a will when a
bequest is given to them,
We may have warm friendly conversa ons with someone as we share
our accounts of past experiences that we ‘remember’,
We may ‘remember’ to do something that we had said we would do
some while ago – the infamous ‘Round Tuit’ comes to mind!,
At the heart of our Communion services we recall Jesus’ own words
“Do this in remembrance of me”
As nights draw in and the weather becomes more uncertain it is a me
of year when some feel less comfortable about ge ng out and about
and physically coming to church – we need through these coming
months to ‘remember’ all who are part of our church community,
however occasionally, and to make sure that all feel remembered
whether through phone calls, mee ng together or other means.
Hopefully, for some the op on of sharing in worship and fellowship
through our weekly Zoom service can be part of this being
remembered. Thank you to all those on the pastoral team who do
their best to keep in touch with folk,
Your Friend and Vicar
Colin Alsbury
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All Souls de has always been an important me in both our
churches. All Souls day falls on 2 November, and very properly allows
us me to remember those we have known and loved, following the
rather more spectacular celebra ons of All Saints’ Day on 1
November. Our hymns that day remind us of the great deeds and
unu erable suﬀerings of the millions who have gone before us in
ages past. All Souls has always given us the opportunity to name
aloud those who have shaped us and our churches‒ whose faces and
voices we s ll miss.
Last year, there was a slightly diﬀerent emphasis: we were all too
aware of those who had died during the pandemic, and whose
families had been unable to hold the funerals they would have
wished. At St John’s we had a week of remembering, with set mes
for people to come into church to light candles and place a memorial
card on the previous year’s Christmas tree (which had decayed to a
rather glorious bronze colour). Our service for All Souls on the
Saturday a ernoon proved to be a moving experience for many.
We are very conscious again of people who have died since last year’s
All Souls commemora on and so will again provide opportunity
during the week for people to leave a memorial message. We shall
have our usual All Souls service on Saturday 5 November at 4pm. We
shall send personal le ers of invita on to the families who have been
bereaved this year. We also invite people to add to the list, which we
will read aloud, the names of any they wish to be remembered. At
this service there will be music, readings and prayers and the all
important ligh ng of candles. Last year, the most poignant moment
came as the service ended and everyone sat in the nave lit only by
ﬂickering memorial tea lights.
At St Katharine’s, where we have so many names to remember this
year, we shall have our usual portmanteau service on Sunday 6
November. We shall begin with a rousing commemora on of All
Saints, then move into a quieter me of remembering those we have
lost. Our service will end with acts of Remembrance at the three very
diﬀerent war memorials in the church.
Janet Caudwell
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Harvest Celebra ons
It was really good to welcome St John’s school into church for their
Harvest Fes val a er a break of two years. We were also able to
welcome parents back into church and it was lovely to have the
church full for such a joyful occasion. Of course, when the children
come into church they bring their individual gi s for harvest and it is
always useful to have a squad of St John’s people receiving their gi s
at the door and taking care to thank them properly. Thank you to this
year’s welcomers!
Representa ves of each of years 1-4* performed and produced
images and there was the usual deligh ul singing ‒ sadly no
‘Cauliﬂowers ﬂuﬀy’ this year, which is almost replacing ‘To thee Oh
Lord our hearts we raise’ as my favourite harvest hymn!
Then began the ritual shi ing of the harvest gi s as they were placed
around the columns, nestling among the beau ful ﬂoral arrangements
ready for own Harvest Fes val. These gi s of pasta and soup and
chocolate properly express our thanks for ‘all good gi s around us’,
but it is important that they are quickly gathered up and made ready
for collec on by the Food Bank. Our grateful thanks to the noble 9.45
congrega on who enthusias cally
gathered up the harvest goods nearest
to them and transported them in plas c
bags into the Lady Chapel.
What we (or at least I) had forgo en,
was that Harvest Fes val coincided with
the second of St John’s Mini Markets and
so the church was thronged with people
for a couple of hours, but the goods
were safe in the Lady Chapel and then
made their ﬁnal journey to the west end
ready for collec on early on Monday
morning.
Harvest Fes val at St Katharine’s is
always special, and as usual the church
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was ﬁlled with beau ful ﬂowers,
some of which made their way
back to St John’s to be admired
for several further days (thank
you Vicki!)
In addi on to the gi s brought by
St John’s School and
congrega on, a neighbouring
nursery school brought in gi s,
too, resul ng in some deligh ul
photos. They were quite bemused
by the Harvest Loaf but enjoyed
ﬁnding the tradi onal mouse
lurking among the stems. Incidentally the loaf was a ﬁrst a empt by a
baker who received instruc on from Robin at The Old Bakehouse ‒
she was rightly very proud of her eﬀorts. The loaf put in an
appearance at two services in St John and one in St Katharine’s before
being consumed by at least two households. All the produce
(including all those carrots and other fresh fruit and vegetables) was
taken by the Food Bank, but the inevitable gigan c marrow, we
understand, is s ll being turned into soups and cakes.
Thank you all for your contribu ons to our Harvest Fes vals this year.
Janet Caudwell
* the youngest children in
Recep on class (named
Seedlings ‒all the other classes
are Oak, Ash etc) made their
own special visit to church
separately, to enable them to
get used to the building and to
explore it: it can be an
in mida ng space if you are
very small...
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Safeguarding
Whether at interna onal or na onal level there has been quite a
degree of change and turmoil recently and the consequences for
many are serious worries about ﬁnance, hea ng costs, pensions and
many other issues. In the midst of change and turmoil people of good
will seek to care for those around them and to be as generous as they
can, but unfortunately, as ever, there are those who prey upon the
vulnerable and there con nue to be many scammers around trying to
use people’s vulnerability to lure them into divulging personal
informa on and money. Indeed this morning, as I write, we strongly
believe that a call about gas tariﬀs for church was such a scam.
Helping the more vulnerable around us not to fall vic m to scammers
is a part of safeguarding that is some mes overlooked. The recent
IICSA ﬁnal report regarding child sexual abuse is an important
reminder of the awful suﬀering and o en lifelong turmoil that can be
inﬂicted on the young by unscrupulous people. Those of us who have
encountered such abuse and been involved in working through its
consequences know well that it is vitally important for the church to
have the quality of safeguarding prac ces which it now advocates,
unlike the ways of old. I remember well that when looking to move
from Chester Diocese in the early 1990’s I made it clear that I was not
interested in any post in Chichester Diocese because I, like many
others, had serious doubts about the prevailing culture there at the
me.
Safeguarding is however not just about the young, it includes caring
for all who are vulnerable whether through age and frailty, ongoing
emo onal trauma or other reasons. That is why all churches, even
those without signiﬁcant presence of young people are called upon to
take safeguarding seriously. Giving people the awareness and
conﬁdence not to fall into the traps set by scam phone calls, dodgy
texts and emails, and the other decep ons that scammers indulge in
is really important. Helping those caring for and suppor ng family or
friends with onset of demen a can be a really sensi ve area –
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many who oﬀer help will do so with the best of inten on but there are
some who prey upon the vulnerable and ﬁnd ways of ge ng them to
sign documents or part with informa on that allows exploita on. I
recall a number of occasions in a previous parish context where
worried family members had no idea who had keys giving them access
to a loved one’s home and helping them get the locks changed was
part of the prac cal care that could be oﬀered.
Those who are elderly or vulnerable may be as embarrassed about
admi ng that they have been scammed as others who have been
abused physically, emo onally or sexually and the issues may not
seem visibly present in the communi es we are part of, but
experience and pastoral contact over the years has taught me that
such issues are never far away. I recall a bereavement visit in a
previous parish where a lady’s husband had died and as we began our
conversa on, I asked about how she was feeling: Her response that
she had had a good night’s sleep and slept without the bolt on her
bedroom door for the ﬁrst me in many, many, years led into
disclosure of a situa on of abuse that family, friends and neighbours
had not recognised.
We are all called upon to take safeguarding seriously: All clergy and
licensed lay ministers undergo regular safeguarding training and are
subject to DBS ve ng, PCC members are asked to complete basic
safeguarding training (renewable every three years), and those
working with the vulnerable, young, elderly or otherwise are subject
to safe recrui ng prac ce including DBS checks. When I was ﬁrst
ordained none of this was in place and it has since come to light that a
number of clergy, priests and bishops, as well as lay people in
signiﬁcant roles at that me were signiﬁcant perpetrators of abuse.
The damage that did to individuals and has con nued to do to the
reputa on of the church in the wider community is a stain and scandal
oﬀensive to the Gospel.
Colin Alsbury
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Woodlands Village Hall news

St Katharine’s Church news
Diana Carrington our much valued choir mistress and
organist is recovering well from a carpal tunnel
opera on. In her absence we are delighted to welcome Jon Benger to
the organist's stool for our services on 16th October and 6th
November. Thank you Jon!
Roma Galpin is slowly recovering from her nasty fall whilst on holiday
in Wales. What a brave soldier she is. I've seen the photograph - so
many s tches! Also the Xray - so many pins! Not viewing for the faint
hearted.
Roma and Diana are both in our thoughts and prayers at this me.
****
On a lighter note - the Harvest Fes val was well supported on 2nd
October, the sun shone, the church looked beau ful. Flowers were
displayed throughout the church and on the windowsills. All other
oﬀerings were transported to Frome a er the service and were
distributed wherever they were most needed.
****
More good news - Chris ne and Phil
Holland's granddaughter, Margot,
was bap sed recently at St.
Katharine's and here is a lovely
photograph of their daughter, Becky
outside the church with husband
Tom Mitchell, Margot and big sister,
Izzy. The sun shone yet again!
Pam Chapman
PS - Tickets for the Concert in Frome
on 18th March 2023 will be available
at the beginning of December from
Victoria Turner. Further details in
next month's magazine.
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The Variety Show was highly enjoyable and it was a bonus to drive
there and back in daylight on the Saturday. We started with
community singing to get us all involved - words were printed on the
programme for youngsters under 60! When suﬃcient funds are
available any proﬁts will be shared with local chari es. I'm already
looking forward to seeing next year's 'turns'. Love si ng at tables
rather than in rows of seats! Keep up the good work! Thank you.
The Cream Teas on Sundays throughout August raised the grand total
of £1261.00, which will be shared equally between the Church and
the Village Hall; £630.50 each. Huge thanks to all involved in taking on
this task every year. It gives so much pleasure to those who come
from far and near but none of the helpers are ge ng any younger, so
if you fancy an unpaid waitress or washing up job on a Sunday in
August next year.........
The new caretakers of the hall are in the process of moving
in. Welcome, Louise and Stuart.
News of the Christmas Coﬀee Morning (yes, I know!!!) . The date is
Tuesday, 6th December. 10.30am to 12.30pm as usual.
****
Finally, Selwood Parish Council, which encompasses Woodlands, is
looking for a paid Clerk to work from home - 3 hours a week plus
a ending 10 evening mee ngs a year, usually held in East Woodlands
Village Hall. You need to be computer literate and able to start as
soon as possible. If you are interested please contact Jim Dowling by
email: ﬂin ord2@gmx.co.uk
Pam Chapman
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A busy Saturday (and Monday morning!)
Occasionally we have one of those days when all sorts of things are
sorted out at the same me. The second Saturday of the month has
been reins tuted as ‘Open Doors’ so the intercessions team met ﬁrst
at 10am. Perhaps ‘team’ is a rather grand tle for the few of us who
are le to carry out his vital work. The brief mee ng we had on that
morning was to agree a date for the ﬁrst of our two training sessions
(5 November at 10am). The good news is that we have possibly two
new members who are ready to join us. While we were gathering,
Colin was mee ng the ﬁrst of the families who take the opportunity of
‘Open Doors’ to book Weddings and Bap sms. Quite a queue formed!
Once the intercessions mee ng ﬁnished, the fund-raising team
gathered to review the two ‘mini-markets’ which had already taken
place and to plan for future events. Meanwhile people began to prowl
round with clipboards. It was not as sinister as it sounds: they were
engaged in planning for the next round of pew moving. You will recall
that some pews were moved during the pandemic; others have
shi ed since. As a result the choir pews in the south aisle were
unusable and urgent work was needed. You will have noted the
results of their delibera ons. I had to leave the fundraising mee ng to
ﬁll the font for the Bap sm which, unusually, was taking place on that
Saturday morning and we were soon welcoming a lively family for
their celebra on.
A er the discussions on Saturday morning, it became apparent that
some of us needed further mee ngs, so two were held on the
following Monday at La Strada. First Rosemary and I put together a
running order for the service for John Henderson which we were
planning for the next Tea Time at St John’s slot. For the next round of
la es and ﬂat whites, Elaine joined us to discuss the Yule de
Celebra on which was originally planned as a fund-raising event, but
has turned into a sort of Winter Warmer with music and readings on
11 December at 4pm. Look out for further in next month’s Inspire and
on the pew sheets.
Janet Caudwell
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St John’s Cafe
and Mini Market
11am to 2pm Sunday 6th November
Refreshments – tea, coﬀee and cake – Books – also CDs and DVDs
Produce – cakes, jams and marmalades, fruit and veg
St John’s Christmas Cards. New and nearly new items and bric-a-brac.
We’d be delighted to receive contribu ons!
Thank you for your support and do come on the day!
The December Café and Mini Market will be on Sunday 4th

St John’s Church Winter Fair
Saturday 19th November 9.30am to 1.00pm
Raising funds for the church - Please come and support us!
Cakes & Refreshments - Raﬄe & Tombola
Books, Jewellery, Cra s - Bric-a-brac & Toys
Christmas Cards and Fes ve Goods
Dona ons of all goods would be most welcome please contact Mandy (467828)and Elaine (466072)

The December/January edi on of Inspire is
due out on Thursday 1st December, with
printed copies in church for Sunday 4th
As it’s a double issue, don’t forget to send in your news & ar cles of
events in the New Year, as well as December/Christmas items.
Many thanks for your con nued support and contribu ons!
Karolyn and Mandy
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A Pointless Experience
You may remember a teasing reference to an episode of Pointless,
featuring someone known to us at St John’s. We put it on the pew
sheet: it was due to be aired on 14 September, but along with many
other programmes in during those fateful weeks of mourning it was
bumped from the schedules and wasn’t broadcast un l 22 September
(it is Series 28 episode 3 and is s ll available on i-player).
Sheila Page who is known to us mainly from the Julian Mee ng shares
this fascina ng insight with us:
‘Our Pointless journey started last Autumn when the programme
adver sed for contestants to apply. My daughter and I have played
the game for years, even tex ng our answers to each other if we were
apart.
We heard nothing a er ﬁlling in an online applica on form so we
thought no more of it. Then in March, out of the blue, I was phoned to
ask if I was s ll keen and then I was asked ten general knowledge
ques ons. Anne was abroad, skiing, so I told her what I had answered
because surely she wouldn’t get the same ques ons, would she? Oh
yes she did!! Then followed a Zoom audi on with three other couples
which was held on 1 April but turned out to be genuine! The last
ques on was, ‘Why should the produces pick you?’ To which my clever
girl answered, ‘Why wouldn’t you want your keenest fans on your
programme?’
A few days later we were told to keep the ﬁrst week in May free and
shortly a er that we were asked about our social media sites,
providing to them our full names, previous names, nicknames etc. An
easy one for me, never have, never will.
On 3 May we drove to the studios in Boreham Wood a er checking in
at the nearby hotel. We had to hand over six sets of clothing to
undergo camera tests, (no black, no white, no stripes, no high heels).
Half the garments came back with a sweet li le note saying they were
incompa ble due to strobing etc.
I thought that we would choose to wear one of our other ou its but
no, we were given one ou it each for the ﬁrst of our shows.
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I was already wearing my usual
make up but a lovely young lady
proceeded to put an enormous
amount of stuﬀ on top of my face. I
felt I could hardly blink let alone
smile under al that but I’m sure they
know best. At half past ﬁve when
we thought perhaps we’re going
home, we were called to get on set,
no rehearsals, just straight on with
everything. Truly scary but also
great fun!!’
Tantalisingly, Sheila doesn’t tell us
any more ‒ you will have to watch
the programme to ﬁnd out how she
and Anne got on, although, if you
are an aﬁcionado of Pointless, you might have picked up some clues to
a possible outcome…
Janet Caudwell

St John’s School News
Here are our new 'Eco-Warriors'. They meet regularly to discuss
environmental issues within school and help come up with new ideas
to make school 'greener'. Past projects have included se ng up
recycling collec on points for ba eries; for pens, markers and
highlighters; for so plas c
bags from the free school fruit
and veg scheme; for the milk
cartons from Recep on's free
milk and for the yogurt pots
from school lunches. We can't
wait to hear what ideas our
new Eco-Warriors will come up
with!
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What is ‘Everyday Faith’?
Everyday Faith is the name given to a wide range of ac vi es across
the Church of England that support and equip us all to ‘ﬁnd and follow
God’ in our everyday lives – Sunday to Saturday.
What is the Everyday Faith portal?
The portal is a web-based system to access digital journeys to take on
your own and share with others that will inspire, equip and encourage
you in your everyday faith.
How do I sign up?
You sign up by crea ng a log-in through the main portal page –
h ps://www.churchofengland.org/resources/everyday-faith-portal.
Once you have done this, you will be asked a couple of simple
ques ons that help to tailor the system for your personal use.
What is this for?
The Everyday Faith portal is part of a shi in resources called for in the
Se ng God’s People Free report to inspire and support every member
of the Church of England in an ‘all of life discipleship and voca onal
journey’.
Who is it for?
The portal and the resources within are intended for anyone wishing
to develop their faith or support others in their faith. It can be used
individually or one to one with someone else or as part of a group.
Why do I need to sign up?
Your home page is bespoke to you, based on your chosen journeys,
topics and preferences. A system that allows account crea on and
customisa on means crea ng a password for access. It only takes a
minute or two to sign up and you can access the privacy policy to see
how we steward your personal data.
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How can churches use the portal?
Churches can encourage congrega ons to work through journeys
together or simply signpost people to the portal to choose the
journeys/content that they prefer.
Where does the content come from?
Content comes from a range of sources:
*Content already created by the Church of England and the Na onal
Church Ins tu ons, updated and made available on-demand
*Third party content from networks and organisa ons that specialise
in various aspects of life and faith
*An increasing number of dioceses are providing local content that
you will see in on your home page.
Will there be new journeys created?
Yes. We will be making new journeys available regularly. These will be
discoverable as new featured journeys or recommended to you based
on the topics you have selected.
NB Current content includes: The Environment and Climate Jus ce,
Family Bible Study and Prayer (3-6 years), Suppor ng Good Mental
Health, God at Work, Faith in a Conﬂicted World, Prayer: Where to
Start.
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My Kitchen Notebook

A Harvest Fes val Challenge
Regular readers of this magazine will know
that I like to produce meals using seasonal
ingredients and use up le -overs!
This year I was set a challenge that enabled
me to fulﬁl both of these when Neil came
home a er the SJ Harvest Fes val bearing a
rather large marrow and most of the
Harvest sheaf that had, a few hours
previously, graced the altar.
Both items, it seemed were not wanted;
they were not suitable for dona on to the food bank, and they were
too large for most people. The bread, which had looked so
magniﬁcent during the service, was considered by some to be “too
much crust, not really edible”. My plans for Sunday a ernoon were
abandoned as I set about cu ng the bread into (14!) manageable and
freezeable por ons, and looking up Marrow-based recipes of which
there were a surprising number.
For a vegetable which is singularly devoid of ﬂavour, and can easily
turn into an unappe sing mush, I discovered recipes for marrow bake,
marrow curry, marrow chutney, even marrow cake, all of which
depended heavily on other ingredients to provide depth of ﬂavour.
The marrow was big enough for me to try several of these recipes: the
marrow soup which had a good dollop of curry paste and a n of
coconut milk in it was delicious; I would certainly make it again. I then
moved on to the slow-cooked marrow with fennel and tomato, the
recipe for which I will share with you now. I always think that the
addi on of fennel ensures a dish will be delicious, and I wasn’t
disappointed, and I went straight out to buy some (without reading to
the end of the recipe – a bit of a mistake). Having cut up the marrow,
onion and fennel I discovered that several of the other ingredients
were missing from my store-cupboard – me to improvise!
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Slow-cooked Marrow with fennel and tomato
So, I started with about 1 Kg of marrow – I le the skin on but took
out the seeds, and cut it into about 2 cm chunks. These I put into a
colander, liberally sprinkled them with salt and le them, put a plate
and a weight on top and le them to stand for 30 mins to draw out
some of the moisture. I later rinsed them and pa ed them dry with
some kitchen towel.
Meanwhile I took an onion (not a red one, although that was in the
recipe) and a bulb of fennel and thinly sliced them. In a large cooking
pot I heated a tablespoon of olive oil, then added a sprig of rosemary,
to ﬂavour it. (The recipe asked for a pinch of fennel seeds and a pinch
of chilli ﬂakes but.....!) I cooked the sliced onion and fennel bulb for a
few minutes un l they started to so en, then added 2 garlic cloves
(ﬁnely chopped), the marrow, salt and freshly ground pepper.
This cooked for about 10 minutes (s r it occasionally to make sure it
doesn’t catch) and then the recipe said I should deglaze the pan with
50 ml white wine. – I didn’t really want to open a bo le for this, but I
had some Chambery Vermouth so that went in!
Once that had mostly evaporated I added the 2 chopped tomatoes
and a tbsp of white wine vinegar (as I
didn’t have any red wine vinegar!) Lid on
and cook for about 35 minutes, s rring
occasionally.
Just before serving I pped in a can of
drained chick peas (should have been
bu er beans) and a tablespoon of capers.
The serving sugges on was toasted sourdough spread with goat’s cheese, but it
tasted just ﬁne with toasted harvest loaf!
Next weekend it is my birthday and I
intend to celebrate by making marrow
cake!
Rosemary McCormick
17

DIARY DATES – NOVEMBER 2022

NOVEMBER 2022 SERVICES
Weekly at 8.45am - Morning Service on Zoom: Link below
Sunday 6th November - Third Before Advent
9.45am
Holy Communion
St John’s
11.15am Morning Service
St Katharine’s
Sunday 13th November - Remembrance Sunday
9.45am
Holy Communion
St John’s
Sunday 20th November - Christ the King
9.45am
Holy Communion
St John’s
11.15am Holy Communion
St Katharine’s
Sunday 27th November - Advent Sunday
9.45am
Holy Communion
St John’s
Sunday 4th December - Second Sunday of Advent
9.45am
Holy Communion
St John’s
11.15am Holy Communion
St Katharine’s

November
Tue
1
Thu
3
Sat
5

Early in-person Sunday services for November
Nov 6th: 8.00am Christ Church Nov 20th: 8.00am Christ Church
Nov 13th: 9.00am St Mary’s
Nov 27th: 9.00am St Mary’s

Zoom Link for November & December 2022
h ps://us02web.zoom.us/j/82501881594?
pwd=emYzd1FUNThVd1QrVFE5RWZmdkhDdz09
Mee ng ID: 825 0188 1594 Passcode: 689229

7pm
2pm
9.00am
10.30am
4pm
11am-2pm
11am
10am-12pm
3pm

Sun
Fri
Sat

6
11
12

Sun
Thu
Sat

13
17
19

Sun
Fri
Sun
Tues
December
Thurs
Sat

20
25
27
29

10.55am
2pm-4pm
9.30am 1.00pm
4pm
6pm –10pm
7.30pm
11am

1
3

2pm
9am

PCC Mee ng (BC)
Cra and Cake (BC)
United Prayer (SJ)
Intercessions Team mee ng (SJ)
All Souls Service (SJ)
Cafe and Mini Market (SJ)
Act of Remembrance (SJ)
Open Doors (SJ)
Service for Revd Michael Beasley Bishop of Bath & Wells (Wells)
Frome Remembrance Service (see p.20)
Cra and Cake (BC)
Winter Fundraising Sale (SJ)
Tea me at St John’s
Frome Extravaganza & Lantern Parade
Concert - Gregory Steward, tenor (BC)
Julian Mee ng (SJ)
Cra and Cake (BC)
United Prayers (SJ)

Bookings oﬃcer needed
We are looking for a bookings oﬃcer to join the
Benne Centre management team. The main du es
are:
 receiving and replying to booking enquiries
(mostly by email)
 showing prospec ve hirers round the building
 keeping the bookings diary up to date
 opening and closing the building for one-oﬀ hirers (regular weekly
hirers have their own keys).
For further details, contact Peter Connew: benne booking11@gmail.com
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Remembrance Sunday
Act of Remembrance at Frome War Memorial
Sunday, 13th November 2022 at 10.55hrs
Frome will join together for a Parade and Act of Remembrance, this
year with the added poignancy on the death of HM Queen Elizabeth
II. It is also the 80th anniversary of Frome adop ng HMS Thunderbolt
in WW2 a er public subscrip on, and the 40th anniversary of the
Falklands War. Everyone is invited to a end, whether or not
connected to the Armed Forces.
The Parade will form up in Keyford at 10.30am and march oﬀ to the
War Memorial outside the Memorial Theatre for the 11 o’clock two
minute silence. A short service will follow where wreaths will be laid,
led by the Royal Bri sh Legion. Frome Town Band will accompany the
service.
For more informa on, of if anyone should wish to have a wreath,
please contact Jane Norris on 07776208531 jane.norris9@gmail.com
Richard Fry, Poppy Appeal Organiser would welcome new poppy
collectors. If you are able to spare an hour or more between 29th
October and 13th November 2022, please call on 07899668433

Tabernacle Bap st Church Cardiﬀ
Those ge ng ready for church on the 2nd October may have heard
the BBC Radio 4 Harvest Service which came from the Tabernacle
Bap st Church in the centre of Cardiﬀ. Although services there have
been en rely in Welsh for 200 years, as now is their web site, the
BBC broadcast an English language service, knowing that most
listeners would be only English speaking. As this chapel was the place
of worship for several families I knew as a child I brushed up my
understanding of Welsh so that I could look into its history and
current worship there.
At the beginning of the 19th century both the port and the city of
Cardiﬀ were rapidly expanding to cope with the rising demand for
coal and iron products from South Wales. To the original St John’s
church, only a few hundred yards from Tabernacle were added
dozens of places of worship, to cater for Protestants, Catholics,
Orthodox, Lutherans who either lived in the city or visited there as
sailors or tradesmen. Services were held in the language of those
a ending, so that a Cardiﬀ Sunday could resound to Greek,
Norwegian, La n, English and Welsh worship. With the decline in
interna onal trade from Cardiﬀ most of these churches have gone
but the Tabernacle s ll thrives, boosted by the recent surge in
speaking Welsh.
Wales had a strong tradi on of non-conformist worship, so a number
of Bap st and Methodist churches sprung up as well. The Bap sts, in
par cular, o en named their
churches a er resounding
Biblical tradi ons, such as
Bethel, Salem, Sion, Ebenezer
or Tabernacle, o en
reﬂec ng the importance
they gave to the Ministry of
the Word in their worship.

Continues 
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A church was ﬁrst built on the
Tabernacle site in 1821, close to
the river and the canal, the main
transport links then, and in the
centre of the commercial heart of
Cardiﬀ. The church was enlarged
in 1840 and redeveloped
between 1862 and 1865 in an
Italianate style. Like many church
buildings which took years to ﬁnish, it is not quite uniform, with one
of the stair towers projec ng beyond the main facade and the four
upper windows appearing oﬀ-centre when viewed from inside.
The front of the building is set back from the main road behind a
forecourt, fronted with wrought iron railings and two gate pillars. The
chapel façade is two generous storeys including a stair tower at each
corner. The upper level of the central façade is set back, with four
prominent round-headed windows. At ground ﬂoor level there are
four round-headed doorways in a similar style, with one of them
behind the main entrance. The stair towers and façade are topped by
a parapet and the façade has a painted stucco ﬁnish.
The main interior space is surrounded on all four sides by a high-level
gallery with a wrought iron balustrade, all supported on iron columns,
reﬂec ng one of the local industries. The main ceiling is ﬂat
coﬀered with a large central ceiling rose. A large arch where one
would expect an altar in a church such as St John’s Frome encloses
the organ and a wooden pulpit, reﬂec ng the importance given to
preaching and singing in Welsh non-conformist tradi on. The
Victorian pews are s ll used and can seat up to 950 people. It is a
Grade II* listed building.
Tabernacle runs an excellent web site, once translated. From the
history sec on we learn that before the church was built those with
an interest in Welsh worship met in the local pub but they became so
many that there was not enough room for them there. So they raised
money to build their own church adjacent to the pub. The pub is long
gone but the church s ll thrives, as the only Welsh speaking worship

place in the city. English speakers are welcome but they have to
promise to be learning Welsh. There is a lot of teaching on the web
site: all sermons are there, o en based on Old Testament readings,
with a good deal of background explana ons and lessons for
everyday behaviour.
Also on their web site is an excellent monthly magazine, rivalling ours
at St John’s but with more pictures. Their August edi on, all in Welsh,
includes a recipe for cheese sauce to eat with pasta: a very honest
cri cism of a recent organ recital in very hot weather with the soloist
struggling with the registra on and including far too many varia ons
in a Bach par ta: a ﬁerce set of ac ons to get your garden ready for
the autumn: news of a successful garden party that raised £1,200 for
Ukraine: and an excellent summary of personal events of members
during the last month: births, marriages, deaths, exam successes,
new jobs, driving tests, etc. As well as a web site, Tabernacle has a
Facebook page with a signiﬁcant following which is regularly
updated.
Tabernacle s ll maintains an important teaching role. Sunday schools
are held each week, not only for young children, but also for
teenagers and, surprisingly, for adult as wells. An old school friend of
mine, whom I have known since 1953, told me recently that his
mother had a ended Sunday school at Tabernacle con nuously from
1922 to 2002 and was pleased to be given her 80th year cer ﬁcate of
a endance along with two others who had joined at the same me.
Bap st chapels do not usually have stained glass windows but when a
popular minister, Charles Davies, died in 1927 it was decided to
create a memorial to him on the lines of Anglican churches and
cathedrals. The central pair of upper-level
round-headed windows portray colourful
scenes from the Bible, one, in par cular being
the Bap sm of Jesus by John the Bap st in the
River Jordan. There is also a ﬁne window
depic ng Jesus and his disciples at the Last
Supper.
Chris Lewis.
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Teaching from a Wise Professor
The Reverend Professor Keith Ward is a priest who had held a number
of academic posts culmina ng in the posi on of Regius Professor of
Divinity at Oxford, from which he re red in 2004.
He has wri en a great number of books. Some are intended for the
academic community, but he has produced many tles which address
the kind of ques on that are being asked in contemporary society,
both within and without the churches.
I am sure that many of you have friends or rela ons who have
diﬃculty with the structures of organised religion. By this they
generally mean the churches in their own locality, or what they read
or see in the media. It does raise the ques on of what ‘disorganised’
religion might be. Those of us who are involved in the life of the
church will be familiar with many examples in their own experience of
the years.
Some of Prof. Ward’s tles are intended for the general public and are
wri en in an accessible style and are generally in response to
ques ons raised both within and without the church. If you ﬁnd, and I
hope that you do, that it is some mes diﬃcult to relate one's Chris an
faith to the world in which we live, I can commend his books to you.
They are also ideal to commend to those others, who may not share
our faith, who are also asking profound ques ons.
Ward writes as both a theologian and as a philosopher. The la er
category is o en seen as an area of human thought which is
incomprehensible and imprac cal for ordinary folk. I liken philosophy
to a tool kit to help us to think. We do philosophise all the me in our
daily pa erns of living, but the
process mostly goes on
subconsciously. In the same way
that we do not consciously think
about our breathing or walking
(unless something goes wrong),
our a tudes to ideas about
goodness, truth, beauty, and the
nature of reality, generally ck
24

over ‘behind the scenes’ of our daily
encounters and reﬂec ons in and on life.
It is a useful exercise to ask ourselves,
from me to me (but perhaps not at
moments of stress) what are our big
ques ons?
You can ﬁnd a list of Keith Ward’s book on
his Wikipedia page. I would commend
Chris anity – A Beginner's Guide, Love is
His Meaning, The Case for Religion,, What
Do We mean by God?
The following three tles are in the
Libraries West list and can be obtained via
Frome Library - What The Bible Really
Teaches, The Big Ques ons in Science and
Religion , and The God Conclusion.
This will be enough to be ge ng on with!
Kevin Tingay
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Inspired to Read
BECKINGTON PHYSIOTHERAPY
PRACTICE
has relocated to
Shawford Farm (A36)
Beckington, BA11 6SQ
Lesley Fussell MCSP, SRP, AACP
With over 30 years of experience
specialising in treatment of muscle,
and joint problems including: back
and neck pain, work and posture
related disorders, sports injuries,
joint and muscle problems following
accidents and surgery, arthri c
condi ons.
Home visits can be arranged.
Contact 01373 831483
Email lfussellphysio@gmail.com
Come and see us at our new address
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Kiss myself goodbye, The many lives of
Aunt Munca by Ferdinand Mount
My sister gave me this book for Christmas last
year. I had no idea what it was going to be
about, and I have to confess that I didn’t start
reading it straight away – I had a couple of
murder mysteries to ﬁnish ﬁrst! I should also say
that I had to read it twice to really appreciate it.
The ﬁrst me I nearly gave up on it; there were
so many names and dates, and then in chapter
three I found myself wondering what it was all about. However, I
persevered and when I reached the end I re-read it immediately, this
me with a handy notebook so that I could keep track of all the
diﬀerent threads.
About the Author
Born in Chi erne in 1939, educated at Eton and Christchurch Oxford,
and later Head of the Number 10 Policy Unit under Margaret
Thatcher, Mount is undoubtedly an “Establishment” ﬁgure. He
inherited a baronetcy from his uncle, although he chooses not to use
the tle, and his cousin is David Cameron’s mother. He was poli cal
correspondent for The Spectator and has also wri en for The Sunday
Times, The TLS and The London Review of Books. His books include
memoirs and novels.
From the Cover
An unconven onal tale of Bri sh social history told backwards,..... is
both an enchan ng personal memoir and a voyage into a vanished
moral world.
Aunt Munca never told the truth about anything. Calling herself a er
the mouse in a Beatrix Po er story, she was already a ﬁgure of
mystery during the childhood of her nephew Ferdinand Mount. Half a
century later, a series of startling revela ons sets him oﬀ on a tortuous
quest to ﬁnd out who this extraordinary millionairess really was. What
he discovers is shocking and irretrievably sad, involving mul ple
decep ons, false iden es and abandonments. Mount’s tantalising,
27
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gripping and poignant story leads us from the back streets of Sheﬃeld
at the end of the Victorian age to the highest echelons of English
society between the wars, revealing a remarkable family mystery from
a bygone age.
A short extract
Aunt Be y loves shows as well as show-people and she takes Francie
[Mount’s sister] and me up from Castlewood to the new American
musicals in the West End... She gives us high tea at the Causerie in
Claridge’s before or a er the show, depending on whether it is a
ma née. My uncle and aunt have a suite permanently reserved for
them at Claridge’s which they call The Pub. They say this is a cheaper
arrangement, although I don’t see how it can be.
The revela on of the life-story of Mount’s Aunt Be y, aka Munca, is
akin to peeling the layers from an onion. Mount starts with his own
recollec ons of childhood holidays spent on the south coast, and it is
clear that she was an enigma c, fascina ng person, even to a small
child: We are also fascinated by how old Munca is....It is hard to tell
from her face...She really does look quite like a Red Indian chief. He
tells the story is a non-judgemental way as he relates a series of jawdropping revela ons. Without giving away too many spoilers, Munca is
not who she appears to be, and the lies she tells encompass rela ons
who are not rela ons (and vice versa). The text is li ered with dropped
names, from movie stars to Royals. I par cularly enjoyed the story of
the Duke and Duchess of Windsor, themselves personae non grata,
visi ng in 1947, for which there is s ll a news reel available on
YouTube: h ps://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zXbfKtzV5yY .
Every aspect of Munca’s life was scandalous: illegal marriages,
illegi mate children, aﬀairs with spor ng stars. Her ablility to re-invent
herself le me with one thought: this could never happen today! I
found myself respec ng her for her sheer nerve. She was determined
to leave behind her humble origins, and didn’t mind how many lives
she ruined in the process. One tragic consequence of her social
climbing was her “daughter”, Georgeanne, whose story is told
eloquently in an ar cle wri en a er the publica on of the book by her
28
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The Gentleman Painter & Co
Top quality work guaranteed, but minus the radio blas ng
out Radio 1, swearing, cigare e smoke, constant tea
drinking and associated annoyances.
I have over ﬁ een years’ experience of careful but eﬃcient
pain ng and light building work behind me.
Pain ng – Carpentry – Tiling – Plastering – Fencing –
Gu ering – Etc
Project Management and Coordina on –
excellent local references

marc@marcpeel.com
www.thegentlemanpainter.com
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Godson, Charles Donovan: h ps://www.popma ers.com/ferdinandmount-kiss-myself-goodbye-2649414655.html.
This story of a bygone age is given further context with Mount’s
accounts of cricket, racing cars and modernist architecture. I found it
a fascina ng read, but I do recommend keeping notes. When
researching this ar cle, I read a review that called for a family tree, to
be included. I’m not sure how helpful that would have been but an
index certainly would.
When I write these ar cles I am always hoping for some feed-back, so I
was delighted in September to meet someone who wanted to talk to
me about this book, in par cular how I had become interested in it.
Mary Stopford Sackville is a rela ve newcomer to the congrega on of
St Katharine’s and she sent me these personal recollec ons of the
Mount family for which I am very grateful:

second adopted daughter, who vanished.
A er going oﬀ to boarding school etc, we lost touch & they went out
of our life.
Poor Georgie’s life was wrecked, it was the cruellest tragedy. I didn’t
know anything of it & it has been completely rive ng to read Ferdie’s
book, & marvel at all his painstaking research.
My plans for the next few issues are:
December/January: Murder before Evensong by The Rev’d Richard
Coles.
February: Where the crawdads sing by Delia Owens.
March: The Lost pianos of Siberia by Sophy Roberts
If you have any thoughts about these books or would like to suggest a
tle for future reading please remember that the magazine deadline is
the 15th of the month!
Rosemary McCormick

My sister & I, from years 9-12 were at the same prep school (Hurst
Lodge) as Georgeanne (Georgie) she became a friend & especially of
my sister Sarah as they were the same age.
We were frequently invited to Castlewood House which I remember as
a great white ediﬁce in Windsor Great Park. There were 4 or 5 huge
white poodles, perfectly clipped á la Cru s ....We also went on one of
the memorable holidays to Angmering (described in the book) where
Sarah & I were introduced to thrilling new treats such as Ice cream
sodas, frozen peas & Heinz tomato soup.
Georgie was the most fabulous girl, she had it all, beauty, brains,
wealth & the most lovely character. Being an only child, she lived a bit
in a world of make believe. Sarah remembers s rring witches deadly
po ons in the garden shed.
The parents were known as Liz & Grig, always deeply suntanned, she a
li le wizened ﬁgure, pruning the roses in embarrassingly revealing
garments. He a glamorous ma neé idol. Our parents were hugely
intrigued, always specula ng, quite convinced that Georgie was not
her daughter & never allowed Sarah to visit Claridges (the pub!) with
them, much to her disappointment. Then there was the mystery of
30
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NOVEMBER CROSSWORD

The Bible version used in this crossword is the NIV.
Across
1 and 20 Down ‘Lord of all _, Lord of all _, whose trust, ever child-like, no
cares could destroy’(11,3)
9 Mosesí ques on to a ﬁgh ng Hebrew labourer: ‘Why are you _ your
fellow Hebrew?” (Exodus 2:13) (7)
10 Acclaimed cellist who contracted mul ple sclerosis at the height of her
fame, Jacqueline _ (2,3)
11 ‘At even _ the sun was set, the sick, O Lord, around thee lay’(3)
13 A descendant of Gad (x Numbers 26:16) (4)
16 ‘Do not leave Jerusalem, but _ for the gi my Father promised’ (Acts 1:4)
(4)
17 Clambers (Jeremiah 48:44) (6)
18 Peter’s response to ques oning by the Sanhedrin: ‘We must _God rather
than men!’ (Acts 5:29) (4)
20 Chris an paraplegic author, ar st and campaigner, _ Eareckson Tada (4)
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21 Bird par al to the nests of other birds (6)
22 ‘Such large crowds gathered round him that he got into a boat and sat _ _
‘(Ma hew 13:2) (2,2)
23 Infec ous tropical disease (4)
25 Tree (3)
28 ‘No fear of me should _ you, nor should my hand be heavy upon you’(Job
33:7) (5)
29 For example, to Titus, Timothy or Philemon (7)
30 Week beginning with Pentecost Sunday, according to the Church’s
calendar (11)
Down
2 ‘O Jerusalem _ how _I have longed to gather your children together’
Ma hew 23:37) (5)
3 Way out (4)
4 Exhort (Romans 12:1) (4)
5 Done (anag.) (4)
6 Highest of the four voice-parts in a choir (7)
7 Concerning the study of God (11)
8 Uniquely, it has Abbey, Cathedral and Chapel (11)
12 Admonish (Ma hew 16:22) (6)
14 Frozen (3)
15 Established form of religious ceremony (6)
19 Inscrip on o en found on gravestones (7)
20 See 1 Across
24 Behaved (Joshua 7:1) (5)
25 Time (anag.) (4)
26 Lists choice of meals (4)
27 ‘For the wages of sin is death, but the _ of God is eternal life in Christ
Jesus our Lord’ (Romans 6:23) (4)
18 Track(Job41:30)(5)
20 Religious doctrine(5)
Answers to October’s crossword:
ACROSS: 1, Lawyer. 4, Balsam. 8, Caleb. 9, Jehoram. 10, Sparrow. 11, Exile. 12,
Excellent. 17, Act in. 19, Endemic. 21, Slavery. 22, Galal. 23, Silent. 24, Tarsus.
DOWN: 1, Locust. 2, Welfare. 3, Ember. 5, Athlete. 6, Sarai. 7, Member. 9,
Jewellery. 13, Condemn. 14, Temples. 15, Causes. 16, Scales. 18, Trail. 20, Dogma.
Crosswords reproduced by kind permission of BRF and John Capon, originally published in
Three Down, Nine Across, by John Capon (£6.99 BRF)
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NOVEMBER WORD SEARCH

NOVEMBER SUDOKU

November is a wis ul month, nged with sadness and good-byes. The
last of the leaves are falling, as the trees go to sleep for winter. It is a
month of remembrance, of poppies, of remembering lost loved
ones, and of le ng go. It is a month of bonﬁres for the 'Guy', and
Thanksgiving for Americans. It is a month of remembering Saints and
looking forward to triumph - the church year ends with the joyful
Sunday of Christ the King. And then Advent begins...looking forward
to a very special Baby!
poppies
remembrance
courage
bravery
ﬂanders
dead
guns
war
peace
afghanistan
iraq
thanksgiving
turkey
all
saints
advent
leaves
sadness
angel
mary
elizabeth
bonﬁre
gunpowder
guy

YOUR MAGAZINE TEAM
Editors: Mandy Crook, Karolyn Curle
St Katharine’s editor: Pam Chapman
Printer: Karolyn Curle
Please send in material for Inspire to the editors
by the 15th of the previous month.

ADVERTISING RATES
For a full year (10 issues – August and December are double-months)
1
/8 page 4.3 cm (height) by 6 cm (width)
£20.00
1
/4 page 9 cm (height) by 6 cm (width)
£30.00
1
/3 page 6 cm (height) by 12.3 cm (width)
£40.00
½ page 9 cm (height) by 12.3 cm (width)
£60.00
Full page 18 cm (height) by 12.3 cm (width)
£110.00
To adver se, please contact the editor
(amandacrook@blueyonder.co.uk)
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8.45am Zoom Service
9.45am Holy Communion
8.45am Zoom Service
9.45am Holy Communion

Sunday 27 November
First Sunday of
Advent
Sunday 4 December
Second Sunday of
Advent
CA - Vicar: Colin Alsbury
JC - Lay Reader: Janet Caudwell
RF - Lay Reader: Ross Frooms

8.45am Zoom Service
9.45am Holy Communion

Sunday 20 Nov.
Christ the King
Sunday next before
Advent

Isaiah 11.1-10
Romans 15.4-13
Matthew 3.1-12

Isaiah 2.1-5
Romans 13.11-end
Matthew 24.36-44

Jeremiah 23.1-6
Colossians 1.11-20
Luke 23.33-43
A Crook

8.45am Zoom
Service
11.15am Holy
Communion

8.45am Zoom
Service

8.45am Zoom
Service
11.15am Holy
Communion
Sun 20 November 4pm Teatime at St John's
Tues 29 November - 11.00am Julian Meeting

M Smitherman
M Veakins

J Bruges R McCormick 8.45am Zoom
M Smith- N McCormick Service
erman

L Bushell R Frooms M Alsbury
J Davies R Frooms

R McCormick J
K
B Essex
Caudwell Yeaman
G Fone

C Holland
T Bushell

E Gilburt
S Keyes

Prayers

Malachi 4.1-2a
M Alsbury
C Alsbury C Holland M Smither2 Thessalonians 3.6- The Hudsons
A Crook man
13
M Veakins
Luke 21.5-19

8.45am Zoom Service
9.45am Holy Communion

Readers

Duties for the 9.45am service at SJ

Sunday 13 Nov.
Remembrance
Second before Advent

Readings

Sunday 6 Novem- 8.45am Zoom Serber
vice
Third before Advent 9.45am Holy Communion

Services

St Katharine's
SidesSacristy
persons
Job 19.23-27a
S Smith
J
B Essex R McCormick 8.45am Zoom
2 Thessalonians 2.1- N McCormick Caudwell G Fone N McCormick Service
5, 13-end
11.15am Morning
Luke 20.27-38
Service

Date/Week

SERVICE ROTA FOR NOVEMBER 2022
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