NOTICES & DIARY DATES

December Mini-Market: We are delighted to report that we raised
the amazing total of £1200, a very pleasing end to our fundraising
year. Thank you to everyone for your tremendous support in making
these Mini-Markets so worthwhile in every way.

Advent Worship - Wednesday 17th December at 5pm: Our final
Advent service to focus us on the true meaning of this sacred season.

‘ilcon’ Advent Group - Thursday 18th December at 7pm: Last
meeting at the vicarage examining the good news of Christmas.

Advent Decorations: Thank you for the many decorations donated
for one of our two Christmas trees, please continue to add a bauble
as you pass by. Our second tree is in the Baptistery and people are
beginning to add their messages to it. Many thanks to the Flower
team for their beautiful Advent displays throughout the nave.

Advent Collection white boxes: The proceeds will be evenly split
between St John's and the Good Heart cafe's ‘pay a meal forward’.
The Lolly Trolly will be available at every service. Thank you.

Gifts for the YMCA: many thanks for the generous and thoughtful
gifts already received for our young neighbours at the YMCA. We
shall be taking everything across the road after Sunday's services.

Santa's Postmen: If you know you live within the parish boundary of
St John's, would you be willing to deliver flyers for Christmas services
to your street? Please speak to Rev. Seamus after the service about
collecting some flyers to let your neighbours know the exciting ways
they can add to their Christmas celebrations.

Christmas Services: Christmas doesn't just end on Christmas day,
there will be Holy Eucharist. at 12:30 on Dec 26th, Dec, 27th and Jan
1st to celebrate St Stephen, St John and The Circumcision
respectively. Please do join us at any and all of these to help keep the
festive spirit going.

Fair Frome Foodbank: There are collection points in most
supermarkets. All help gratefully received — thank you!
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SUNDAY SERVICES WEEKDAY SERVICES

Saturday Monday
5pm Vigil Eucharist 8.45am Morning Prayer
in the Lady Chapel in the Ken Chapel

Sunday Wednesday
8.45am Online Service 5pm Advent Service
contact admin for code

10.00am Choral Eucharist

5pm Benediction and
Evening Prayer

Friday
12.30pm Lunchtime Eucharist
in the Lady Chapel

Confessions, Sacrament of the Sick and Pastoral Conversations
are by appointment. Please contact Rev. Seamus to arrange.

Mon 15 9am St John’s School Christmas Service
7pm Standing Committee meeting (BC)
7pm St John’s Women’s Group Christmas Party

Tues 16 7am Train Station Carol Singing
7pm Frome College concert

Wed 17 5pm Advent Service
7pm Selwood Academy concert

Thurs 18 7pm Advent group ‘lcon’

Fri 19 2pm Hospital Carol Service

Sun 21  6.30pm Carol Service

Wed 24 3pm Crib Service
11pm Midnight Mass

Vicar: Rev. Seamus Hargrave 01373 433933
Rev.seamushargrave@stjohnsfrome.com
admin@stjohnsfrome.com  www.stjohnsfrome.com
Safeguarding Officer: Steve Smith 07548 250805
smith.steve.71@icloud.com
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Third Sunday of Advent (Year A)

FIRST READING: Isaiah 35.1-10

The wilderness and the dry land shall be glad, the desert

shall rejoice and blossom; like the crocus it shall blossom
abundantly, and rejoice with joy and singing. The glory of
Lebanon shall be given to it, the majesty of Carmel and Sharon.
They shall see the glory of the Lord, the majesty of our God.

Strengthen the weak hands, and make firm the feeble knees. Say
to those who are of a fearful heart, ‘Be strong, do not fear! Here is
your God. He will come with vengeance, with terrible recompense.
He will come and save you.” Then the eyes of the blind shall be
opened, and the ears of the deaf unstopped; then the lame shall
leap like a deer, and the tongue of the speechless sing for joy. For
waters shall break forth in the wilderness, and streams in the
desert; the burning sand shall become a pool, and the thirsty
ground springs of water; the haunt of jackals shall become a
swamp, the grass shall become reeds and rushes. A highway shall
be there, and it shall be called the Holy Way; the unclean shall not
travel on it, but it shall be for God’s people; no traveller, not even
fools, shall go astray. No lion shall be there, nor shall any ravenous
beast come up on it; they shall not be found there, but the
redeemed shall walk there. And the ransomed of the Lord shall
return, and come to Zion with singing; everlasting joy shall be upon
their heads; they shall obtain joy and gladness, and sorrow and
sighing shall flee away.

For the word of the Lord, Thanks be to God

SECOND READING: James 5.7-10

Be patient, therefore, beloved, until the coming of the Lord. The
farmer waits for the precious crop from the earth, being patient with
it until it receives the early and the late rains. You also must be
patient. Strengthen your hearts, for the coming of the Lord is near.
Beloved, do not grumble against one another, so that you may not
be judged. See, the Judge is standing at the doors! As an example
of suffering and patience, beloved, take the prophets who spoke in
the name of the Lord.

For the word of the Lord, Thanks be to God

GOSPEL READING: Matthew 11.2-11
Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew.
Glory to you, O Lord

When John heard in prison what the Messiah was doing, he sent
word by his disciples and said to him, ‘Are you the one who is to
come, or are we to wait for another?’ Jesus answered them, ‘Go
and tell John what you hear and see: the blind receive their sight,
the lame walk, the lepers are cleansed, the deaf hear, the dead are
raised, and the poor have good news brought to them. And blessed
is anyone who takes no offence at me.’

As they went away, Jesus began to speak to the crowds about
John: ‘What did you go out into the wilderness to look at? A reed
shaken by the wind? What then did you go out to see? Someone
dressed in soft robes? Look, those who wear soft robes are in royal
palaces. What then did you go out to see? A prophet? Yes, | tell
you, and more than a prophet. This is the one about whom it is
written, “See, | am sending my messenger ahead of you, who will
prepare your way before you.”

Truly | tell you, among those born of women no one has arisen
greater than John the Baptist; yet the least in the kingdom of heaven
is greater than he.

This is the Gospel of the LORD. Praise to you, O Christ



