
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

THE PARISH OF FROME, ST JOHN THE BAPTIST, BA11 1PL 

SUNDAY 18 OCTOBER 2026 
Twentieth Sunday after Trinity 

SUNDAY SERVICES  

 Saturday 
5pm Vigil Eucharist  
in the Lady Chapel 

Sunday 
8.45am Online Service 
contact admin for code 

 10.00am Choral Eucharist 

5pm Choral Evensong 
3.30pm Choir Rehearsal 

 

WEEKDAY SERVICES 

Monday 19th:  
Luke the Evangelist  

8.45am Mattins 
 
 

Friday  
12.30pm Eucharist 
in the Lady Chapel 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Confessions, Sacrament of the Sick and Pastoral Conversations are by 

appointment. Please contact Rev. Seamus to arrange. 

Sat 24  Confirmation Retreat at St John’s 

Sun 25 BST Ends – Clocks back  

Tues 27 11am Julian Meeting  

  7pm Confirmation Rehearsal 

Wed 28 8.45am Mattins: St Simon and St Jude 

7pm Confirmation Eucharist with Bishop Fiona  

Fri 30  2pm Hospital Service 

November  

Sun 1  11.15am-2pm Café and Mini Market 

Mon 2  7pm Bishop Michael Visit – Holy Trinity Church 

 

  Vicar: Rev. Seamus Hargrave 01373 433933 

Rev.seamushargrave@stjohnsfrome.com 

admin@stjohnsfrome.com      www.stjohnsfrome.com 

Safeguarding Officer: Steve Smith 07548 250805  

smith.steve.71@icloud.com 

mailto:Rev.seamushargrave@stjohnsfrome.com
mailto:admin@stjohnsfrome.com
http://www.stjohnsfrome.com/
mailto:smith.steve.71@icloud.com


Twentieth after Trinity  (Year A)  

FIRST READING: Isaiah 45.1-7 

Thus says the Lord to his anointed, to Cyrus, whose right hand I 
have grasped to subdue nations before him and strip kings of their 
robes, to open doors before him— and the gates shall not be 
closed: I will go before you and level the mountains, I will break in 
pieces the doors of bronze and cut through the bars of iron, I will 
give you the treasures of darkness and riches hidden in secret 
places, so that you may know that it is I, the Lord, the God of 
Israel, who call you by your name.  

For the sake of my servant Jacob, and Israel my chosen, I call you 
by your name, I surname you, though you do not know me. I am 
the Lord, and there is no other; besides me there is no god. I arm 
you, though you do not know me, so that they may know, from the 
rising of the sun and from the west, that there is no one besides 
me; I am the Lord, and there is no other. I form light and create 
darkness, I make weal and create woe; I the Lord do all these 
things. 

For the word of the Lord. Thanks be to God 

 

SECOND READING: 1 Thessalonians 1.1-10 

Paul, Silvanus, and Timothy, To the church of the Thessalonians in 
God the Father and the Lord Jesus Christ: Grace to you and 
peace.  

We always give thanks to God for all of you and mention you in our 
prayers, constantly remembering before our God and Father your 
work of faith and labour of love and steadfastness of hope in our 
Lord Jesus Christ. For we know, brothers and sisters beloved by 
God, that he has chosen you, because our message of the gospel 
came to you not in word only, but also in power and in the Holy 
Spirit and with full conviction; just as you know what kind of people 
we proved to be among you for your sake. And you became 
imitators of us and of the Lord, for in spite of persecution you 
received the word with joy inspired by the Holy Spirit, so that you 
became an example to all the believers in Macedonia and in 
Achaia. For the word of the Lord has sounded forth from you not 
only in Macedonia and Achaia, but in every place where your faith 
in God has become known, so that we have no need to speak 



about it.  For the people of those regions report about us what kind 
of welcome we had among you, and how you turned to God from 
idols, to serve a living and true God, and to wait for his Son from 
heaven, whom he raised from the dead—Jesus, who rescues us 
from the wrath that is coming. 

For the word of the Lord. Thanks be to God 

 

GOSPEL READING: Matthew 22.15-22 

Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew.    

Glory to you, O Lord  

Then the Pharisees went and plotted to entrap him in what he said. 
So they sent their disciples to him, along with the Herodians, 
saying, ‘Teacher, we know that you are sincere, and teach the way 
of God in accordance with truth, and show deference to no one; for 
you do not regard people with partiality. Tell us, then, what you 
think. Is it lawful to pay taxes to the emperor, or not?’   

But Jesus, aware of their malice, said, ‘Why are you putting me to 
the test, you hypocrites?  Show me the coin used for the tax.’ And 
they brought him a denarius. Then he said to them, ‘Whose head 
is this, and whose title?’ They answered, ‘The emperor’s.’ Then he 
said to them, ‘Give therefore to the emperor the things that are the 
emperor’s, and to God the things that are God’s.’ When they heard 
this, they were amazed; and they left him and went away. 

This is the Gospel of the LORD.  Praise to you, O Christ  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 NOTICES & DIARY DATES 

Thank you: to the  Revds Kevin Tingay and Graham Witt who have 

taken services during the absence of our Vicar Seamus. 

The Revd Patricia Lawess: thank you to those who worked so hard 

before, during and after Pat's funeral on Friday - it was much 

appreciated by her family. Pat's ashes were interred in the grave with 

Peter's at Easthill on Monday. 

Prayers for the dead: as we approach November, the month of All 

Souls, a time when we remember, but most importantly, pray for the 

departed, a reminder that there will be a number of opportunities to 

make a personal response in church and during services. There will be 

more details next week . 

Saints Simon and Jude Confirmations: On Wednesday 28 October, 

at 7pm, four members of our congregation will be confirmed here, at St 

John's, by Bishop Fiona. This will be the first opportunity for members 

of our Church to meet the new Suffragan, and also to support our 

siblings in Christ in this important step. Please  make a special effort to 

come to this service, give support, and welcome the new bishop. 

Christmas Shoebox Appeal 2026: Please see lists in church of items 

which can be donated to fill the boxes.  All gifts gratefully received.  

Volunteers to help decorate and fill boxes welcome.  Thank you, Alison 

Next Café & Mini Market - Sunday 1 November: Sign-up sheets for 

volunteers are now in church. Donations of items for stalls most 

welcome, especially bric-a-brac & homeware. Thank you! 

Sherlock & Pages Event ‘The Coming of Arthur’: Tuesday 10 

November at 7pm - Malcolm Guite & Amy Jeffs in conversation. 

Tickets from Sherlock & Pages bookshop, 2 Catherine Hill, Frome 

Save the Date! Christmas Lunch: Our Christmas lunch will be on 

Wednesday 16 December in the Bennett Centre. 

Michael Wood Talk: Historian and long-standing friend of St John's is 

coming to the Cheese & Grain on May 20, 2027 for a talk & book-

signing: ‘Athelstan: England's First and Last King’.  Tickets are selling 

fast! Cheese & Grain Box Office 01373 455420 

 

Fair Frome Foodbank: There are collection points in most 


